INTRODUCTION
Flora diversity of an area consists of native elements that are typical for it, but also of a large number of adventive species that have been either deliberately or accidentally introduced by human activities. According to Trinajstić (1977) , species introduced by human activities have been marked as anthropomorphic, categorized depending on the period of their introduction. Within that classification, a special attention of botanists is attracted by the species from the category of neophytes that have been introduced since the Second World War until today. Species that belong to the last category, i.e. neophytes, are the most aggressive of the introduced species (Vrbničanin et al., 2004) . The common name for this group of plants is "invasive'' (Richardson et al., 2000; Pyšek et al., 2004) . Invasive plants are naturalized, introduced plant taxa that develop in great number in localities that are significantly distant from the parent plant. They have outstanding reproductive power and ability to invade large areas and with a substantial pressure to native flora (Galatowitsch et al., 1999; Vrbničanin et al., 2004) . This plant category includes also Asclepias syriaca L. (Lazarević et al., 2012) .
A. syriaca originates from North America. It is perennial species with adventive buds on the root that serve for over-wintering (Ujvárosi 1973) . It is cultivated as honey and caoutchouc (rubber) plant, whose seed is used also in the fiber processing industry (Obradović, 1976) . According to Obradović (1976) , its presence was for the first time recorded by Kovács (1929) in vegetable crops of Novi Bečej. This invasive species is distributed in Serbia, and especially in Vojvodina, along the banks of waterways and on the edges of floodplain forests (Janković 1973 ) and other habitats, especially with regard to the wood and sandstone habitats (Bagi, 2008; Anačkov et al., 2011) in which it has fully adapted (Igić et al., 2003) . It is well adapted to ecological conditions as dominant and edificatory species that for the time being forms fragmentary developed communities of ass. Asclepiadetum syriacae Lániková in Chytrý 2009 in Bačka.
In this study, the ecological analysis of the mentioned community stands has been presented in order to predict possible directions of spread of this invasive species and its stands. It is based on the demands of the basic environmental factors and stands that they invade, and whose expansion could have extremely negative ecological and economic effect on homogenization of floristic and vegetation composition and preservation of indigenous biodiversity.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
During vegetation period 2013 and 2014, at twelve localities in Bačka (Kać, Novi Sad, Futog, Kovilj, Ratkovo, Silbaš, Bač, Karađorđevo, Bačka Palanka, Molovin and Tavankut), floristic and phytocenological studies of ruderal and weedy vegetation were performed according to the method of Braun-Blanquet (1964) . Phytocenological surveys were performed at given localities with detected greater populations of A. syriaca on different types of habitats by combined scale for evaluation of weed species number and coverage, according to the given method. Determination of plant species was accomplished according to Josifović (ed.) (1970) (1971) (1972) (1973) (1974) (1975) (1976) (1977) (1978) (1979) (1980) , floral elements according to Gajić (1980) and plant life forms were determined according to Soó (1980) . The ecological analysis of stands of the identified community was performed on the basis of bioindicator values in accordance with Landolt (1977) , after transformation of bioindicator values according to Weshoff-van der Maarel scale, which is entirely numerical, unlike the combined descriptive numerical scale (number and coverage) of Braun-Blanquet.
RESULTS AND DISCUSION
In this study, the presence of ass. Asclepiadetum syriacae stands, Lániková in Chytrý (2009) was determined in dry-out ruderal sites, with dominating edificator of A. syriaca community, an invasive species widespread in the whole of Vojvodina (Igić et al., 2003) . The stands of this community can be often found near channel banks, on the edges of forests, along roads, field borders, etc.
According to Chytrý (2009) , the community Asclepiadetum syriacae Lániková in Chytrý (2009) The floristic structure of ass. Asclepiadetum syriacae comprised 79 plant species. The characteristic type of Asclepias syriaca association had the highest level of presence (V) and significant value of coverage (2,850) which made even 37.24% of participation in the whole coverage value of this community (7,652). Of the characteristic types of associations stated by Chytrý (2009) The spectrum of areal types of ass. Asclepiadetum syriacae is presented in Figure 1 . It is specific for weedy-ruderal communities (Kojić et. Al., 1998) , and in this community the most common were floral elements of a wide range of distribution, represented with 72% (56 species), among which there were also four diagnostic/characteristic species of this community such as Asclepias syriaca, Rubus caesius, Erigeron annuus, and Equisetum ramosissimum. Thus, in the stands of the described association, the most dominant were Eurasian species with 27% (21 species), sub-Eurasian with 19% (15 species), and adventive with 11% (9 species). Floral elements of a wide range of distribution were represented in smaller percentages by cosmopolitan (8%, 6 species), circumpolar and sub-south Siberian (with per 3%, 2 species), and one sub-circumpolar (1%). The floristic elements of narrow distribution comprised 28% (23 species), among which dominated sub-central European with 14% (11 species), followed by sub-Mediterranean with 6% (5 species), sub-Pontic and Pontic-Central Asian (with per 2 species), while only one species represented Pontic-east-sub-Mediterranean, sub-Pontic-sub-Mediterranean and sub-Pontic-Central Asian floral elements. Figure 1 . The spectrum of areal types of ass. Asclepiadetum syriacae Lániková in Chytrý (2009) The biological spectrum of the association of the established plant community was distinguished by bipolar, hemicryptophyte-therophyte character conditioned by ecological conditions on the studied ruderal habitats. This coincided with the biological spectrum florae of Serbia (Diklić, 1984) , and also showed good adaptability of this species to phytosociological model of vegetation in arid and semi-arid areas of Serbia. Thus, in the spectrum of living forms dominated hemicryptophyte with 48% (38 species), together with the edificator species A. syriaca and therophyte with the participation of 36% (28 species). Hemitherophyte and geophyte had a significantly lower percentage of participation of 6% (5 species), while phanerophyte were represented by 4% (3 species), of which 2 were meso-phanerophyte (Amorpha fruticosa and Rosa canina) and only one megaphanerophyte (Ailanthus altissima) - Figure 2 . Results of the ecological analysis of stands of ass. Asclepiadetum syriacae are presented in Table 2 . The analysis of the ecological moisture index (F) shows that stands of the analyzed community develop in habitats that are characterized by slightly more dry conditions, with the average value of this index of 2.7. The average values of index for the chemical reaction of the environment (R) are quite similar ranging between 2.8 to 3.3, with average of 3.1, which also shows domination of neutrophilic plants in stands of the analyzed community. The analysis of the ecological index for nitrogen and nitrogen matters (N) suggests that stands of ass. Asclepiadetum syriacae develop on a medium with moderate content of these matters, which is confirmed also by the middle value of this ecological index (3.5). Also, with regard to humus content (H), these stands have modest demands, as the average values of this index are from 2.6 to 3.4, which indicates lower or medium content of organo-mineral complexes in soil. Stands of the established community prefer well-aerated soils with the middle value of this index (D) of 3.8. Regarding the request for the light (L), plants in the analyzed stands tolerate some shading, although often in well-lighted habitats, because the values of this index are 3 to 4, with average of 3.6. Stands of ass. Asclepiadetum syriacae are indicators of warm habitats which is also confirmed by the middle value of this index (T -4). Based on indices for light and temperature, as well as on the average values of index for continentality (K) of 2.9, it can be concluded that this community is adapted to the conditions of temperate continental climate, which is also characteristic of the studied area. Number of stands Average 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 F 2.5 2.7 2.8 2.5 2.5 2.4 2.5 2.9 2.6 2.7 2.6 2.5 2.6 2.5 2.8 3.2 3.1 2.4 2.7 R 3.2 3.1 2.9 3.1 2.9 2.9 3.2 3.1 2.8 3.3 3.0 3.0 3.2 3.1 3.1 3.2 3.2 3.2 3.1 N 3.0 3.3 3.3 3.5 3.6 3.5 3.2 3.9 3.9 3.9 3.6 3.5 3.5 3.4 3.2 3.6 3.6 2.9 3.5 H 2.9 2.9 2.9 2.8 2.8 2.7 2.9 3.1 3.4 3.0 3.0 2.9 2.6 2.6 3.1 3.0 3.1 3.0 2.9 D 3.8 3.8 3.6 3.7 3.7 3.5 3.8 4.0 3.8 4.0 3.8 3.9 3.7 3.6 4.0 4.0 4.0 3.6 3.8 L 3.9 3.5 3.5 3.7 3.7 3.7 3.5 3.5 3.4 3.5 3.6 3.6 3.8 4.0 3.7 3.0 3.5 3.8 3.6 T 4.0 4.0 4.4 4.2 4.0 4.0 4.0 3.7 3.9 3.8 3.8 3.9 4.0 4.4 3.6 4.1 4.1 4.7 4.0 K 3.0 2.9 2.6 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 2.8 2.8 2.8 3.1 3.0 3.0 2.8 2.9 3.1 2.7 2.7 2.9
In Serbia, in eastern Srem, Kojić et al. (2004) , and in southern Srem, Jarić et al. (2011) 
CONCLUSIONS
In Bačka, invasive species Asclepias syriaca L. in dry ruderal habitats finds convenient conditions and fragmentary forms developed stands of ass. Asclepiadetum syriacae. Stands of this community in Bačka develop in habitats characterized by slightly dry conditions (F  -2.7), neutral to weak alkaline chemical reaction (R  -3.1), with moderate nitrogen and nitrogen matters content (N  -3.5), medium rich in humus (H  -2.9), well aerated (D  -3.8), with convenient light (L  -3.6) and thermal regime (T  -4.0). The monitoring of phytocenological indicators in characteristic habitats of stands of this community provides possibility to predict the dynamics of common milkweed stands development and take the necessary measures in case of heavier infestation.
